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What is birding? 

 

Actively seeking out birds, often specific species of birds, to observe them 

in their native surroundings  
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What do I need? 

 

• Ears and eyes 

• Good quality binoculars 

• Bird books and field guides 

• Apps and the internet 

• The right clothing 

• An adventurous attitude  
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Why do I need to learn  

bird songs? 

Each species has its own discrete song or vocalization, learning the 

differences helps birders in the following ways: 

 

• Lets a birder identify birds without having to see them 

• Allows birders to identify species of interest at a distance and move 

toward them rather than having to wait for the bird to move within 

viewing range (if it ever does) 

• Provides an easy way to differentiate between similar looking birds 

• Many bird songs are simply a joy to hear  
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What do I need to learn 

bird songs?  

• A field guide 

• Many guides have easy to understand verbal descriptions of bird 

songs, i.e. Carolina Wren says “teakettle, teakettle, look-at-me” 

• Birding software and apps 

• iBird Pro, Thayers, CLO Merlin all have easy to use bird song 

catalogues  

• Internet searches 

• A bird’s song can be found by a search for the bird and there are 

libraries of birdsongs available online  

• Field experience  

• Observing a bird sing in real time and/or having someone with 

knowledge of bird songs point out a specific song  
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Examples of field guides 
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Examples of field guides 

 



Field guide song descriptions 

 



Onomatopoeic songs 

 

Song  

description 
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Software and apps 
iBird Pro 

Open the program  

& search for a bird 

Tap the “Sounds” 

button 
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Software and apps 
iBird Pro 

Tap the start  

button 

In the field, be careful not 

to disturb the surrounding 

birds by playing the song 

loudly. It is best to use 

earbuds to minimize 

disturbance to the birds in 

the area. 
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Software and apps 
Merlin – Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 

• Free app 

• Regionalized 

• Easy to use 

• Cornell has the best bird song  

library in the world 

• Has other exciting features 
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Merlin Search 
 

Either search by name 

or tap the shape icon 

to search by bird 

shape 

Shape icon displays a 

choice of birds, choose 

one, then tap the 

“Sounds” tab 
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Merlin Search 
 

The ID Info page 

describes the bird and 

displays a picture; when 

the “Sounds” tab is tapped 

the sounds screen is 

displayed, tap the Play 

Icon and the song or call 

will play. 

Note: Only male songbirds 

produce a “song.” Females 

may have other “calls,” 

“chirps” or “scolds.”   
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Computer software 
Thayer’s 

• Available for both Apple & Windows 

• Over 900 species with range maps,  

pictures and bird songs 

• Has regional quizzes that test your  

auditory skills 

• Quizzes can be customized to target  

birds you want to learn or may see 

• Includes bird ID games that children 

can enjoy 

• Costs about $50 
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Learning in the field  

 

• Apply what you already know 

• Ducks, Hawks, Doves, common song birds 

• Try to observe birds singing 

• Look for open bills 

• Watch for characteristic movements associated with song, i.e. 

jumping and flapping, skylarking, hovering  

• Go birding with someone who has good auditory skills  

• Bird clubs 

• Master Naturalists 

• Extended education classes 

• Friends and colleagues  
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What keys to notice 

 

• Size, shape and posture 

• Leg length and color 

• Bill size, shape and color 

• Plumage color and pattern 

• Song and vocalization  

• Movements and displays 
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Keys to bird songs and vocalizations 
Shorebirds & Wading Birds 

• Sandpipers and Plovers are called “peeps” for a reason 

• Large wading birds have distinctive guttural croaks and calls 

• Gulls and tern all have similar, yet distinctive calls 

• Ducks, Grebes and Loons are easy to distinguish with a little practice 
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Non-perching birds 

 

• Hawks and other raptors have loud distinctive calls 

• Doves and other “game birds” are easily distinguished from each other 

• White-winged Dove “who cooks for you” 

• Inca Dove “no hope” 

• Northern Bobwhite  

• “Nightjars” have onomatopoeic vocalizations  

• Whippoorwill, Chuck-wills-widow, Poorwill, Paraque 
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Perching birds 

 

• Fly Catchers – very similar but distinct enough to aid in identification  

• Ravens, Jays and Crows – very distinctive and a huge help in identifying 

different species  

• Vireos – many so close as to confuse you, most say “verio” or “cheerio” 

in their song 

• Warblers are difficult, but once learned, songs are a big help in 

identification  

• Don’t get me started on Buntings and Grosbeaks  
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Major obstacles  

 

• Hearing loss is, obviously, a problem 

• The right hearing aids work 

• Parabolic microphones can help  

• Tone deafness 

• If you can’t carry a tune, you will have a problem hearing melodious 

songs  

• Learning rhythmic and less melodious vocalizations are less of an 

issue 

• Ambient noise and wind 

• Pick your day 

• Pick your location  

 



plateauwildlife.com                    512-894-3479 

Questions or requests? 



• Private company, est. 1997 

• Founders helped establish WMV law 

• Central Texas based 

• Serving Texas landowners 

• Staff wildlife biologists  

• Trained, dedicated field technicians 

• Registered property tax consultants 
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Thank you! 

 

Beyrl Armstrong 

Co-founder & Senior  

Consultant  

 

(512) 894-3479 

barmstrong@plateauwildlife.com 

plateauwildlife.com 

 

Plateau Land & Wildlife Management 
Working with you to protect and enhance your land!  

 


